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ILLUMINATED DANTE PROJECT (IDP) 
Digital archive and catalogue of illuminated 

manuscripts of the Commedia

NAPLES DANTE PROJECT
NDP

www.dante.unina.it

FRAGMENTS OF COMMEDIA (FRAC)
Digital archive and catalogue of 

manuscript fragments of the Commedia

4. ILLUSTRATED DANTE PROJECT
Extension of IDP to printed books 

and drawings up to the 16th century

1. eCOMMEDIA
Complete digital review of 

Dante's Commedia manuscripts 
with digital transcriptions 

supported by HTR

2. DANTE MINOR
Complete digital review of Dante’s 

minor works manuscripts with 
digital transcriptions supported by 

HTR

5. DANTE CRITICAL TEXTS
Comparative tool of critical 
editions of the Commedia, 
including a repertoire of variants 
with links to the manuscripts

3. CODA
Database of the ancient commentaries 

of the Commedia in vernacular and 
Latin with links to the manuscripts



Corpus: 1540 
manuscripts

oAlready digitised: 400 mss.
oAvailable in IIIF: 300 mss.
oTo digitize: 800 mss.

Divine Comedy (and fragments)
Minor works

Commentaries



NAPLES DANTE PROJECT
dante.unina.it

DIGITAL DANTE COLUMBIA

DANTE ONLINE

DANTE NETWORK PISA

4DARTMOUTH DANTE PROJECT

PRINCETON DANTE PROJECT



• 2015

• PI: Gennaro Ferrante

• The project aims to provide 
a systematic survey and an 

accurate description of 
the early illustrations of 

Dante’s Divine 
Comedy (miniatures’ 

extended apparatuses, 
historiated initials, 
elaborated friezes, 

drawings, sketches, 
diagrams, 

schemes) revealing up to 
the smallest meaningful 

reference to the poem or to 
a commentary 

accompanying the poem



IDP-DB
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• STYLISTIC ATTRIBUTION
• DECORATIVE TYPE

• EXECUTION
• ICONOGRAPHY







Italy UE UK Switzerland Vatican City USA South Africa India

City 31 12 5 2 1 5 1 1

Libraries 42 14 5 2 1 5 1 1

Illuminated Dante Project’s corpus: 280 Manuscripts



Collection



SHORT 
PRESENTATION
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GENERAL INFO

STYLE AND 
EXECUTION

CLASSIFICATION

TEXT - IMAGE
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MAP



ADVANCED SEARCH



TEXT



International Image Interoperability Framework: standard that
allows the interoperability of images

Each digitized object (for IDP the manuscript) is linked to a
manifest

By entering the url of the manifest in a system or in a viewer
(e.g. Mirador) it is possible to recover the digitized object also
from other projects

DIGITIZATION AND PRESERVATION OF 
CULTURAL HERITAGE: IIIF PROTOCOL





IIIF MANIFEST - IDP



IIIF MANIFEST – BIBLIOTECA APOSTOLICA VATICANA



{"@id":"https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/images\/ms\/CNMD0000250000\/manifest.json",
"label":"Firenze, BML, Acq.86",
"attribution":"Firenze, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana",
"logo":"https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/public\/img\/logo.png",
"license":"https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/",
"related":"https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/ms\/250000",
"seeAlso":["https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/MOL\/Catalogo_Progetto_Cat._dei_manoscritti_illustra
ti_della_Commedia.xml"],
"description":"Firenze, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Acquisti e doni 86",
:[{"label":"digitised by","value":"Illuminated Dante Project"},
{"label":"source images","value":"https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/images\/CNMD0000250000"},
{"label":"date","value":"1326-1375"},
{"label":"language","value":"Italiano"},
{"label":"creator","value":[{"@value":"Alighieri, Dante (1265-1321) autore"},
{"@value":"Pacino di Bonaguida (sec. 14. 1. met\u00e0) miniatore"}]},
{"label":"type","value":"manoscritto"},
{"label":"place","value":"Firenze"}],

"sequences":
[{"canvases":[{"@id":"https:\/\/www.dante.unina.it\/iiif\/canvas\/CNMD0000250000_0001_Dorso
",
"label":"Dorso",
"height":6146,
"width":479,
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COMPARE MANUSCRIPTS USING THE IIIF



ANNOTATE MANUSCRIPTS USING THE IIIF



NDP: status of 
work

Illuminated Dante Project: Digitized approximately 250 
manuscripts

Fragments of Commedia: digitized about 150 manuscripts 
(available online soon)

2023-2025: the digitization of about 800 manuscripts is planned 
for the creation of the NDP databases

All images, as already happens in IDP, will be freely accessible 
online and made interoperable through the IIIF protocol



Thanks for your attention!

Fara Autiero
Scuola Superiore Meridionale
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www.dante.unina.it


