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Italian-French Bilateral Cooperation in Heritage Science Preparing the Potager du Roi for the future

I. Why now?
Climate change and centennial restoration cycles 
of Potager du Roi

II. An historical approach to plantings
The comparaison of two garden plans (1690 and 
1890)

III. From a diagnostic to a project
Two more garden plans (2018 and 2038)

IV. Continuous change ; the art of interpretation
Finding the balance between conservation, daily
management and valorisation

Versailles, circa 1700
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I. Why now?
Climate change and centennial restoration cycles of 
Potager du Roi

Potager du Roi was completed in 1683.

The first major restoration-modification occurred in the 1780’s.

The second major restoration-modification occurred in the 
1880’s.

After several decades of underinvestment, the site is in great
need of structural work. The Ecole nationale supérieure de 
paysage has made this project a priority.
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II. An historical approach to plantings
The comparaison of two garden plans (1690 and 
1890)

The architectural history of the King’s kitchen garden of Versailles 
is far better known than the « agricultural » history. Until the 
1960’s, there is relatively little information concerning what
precisely was cultivated where and when.

We have taken the only two garden plans that comprehensively
give a plantation scheme and applied to each the same colour
key. This colour key is coherent with the keys currently used for 
the cartography of urban and rural areas.
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circa 1690
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circa 1690 circa 1890



ÉC
O

LE
 N

AT
IO

N
AL

E 
SU

PÉ
RI

EU
RE

 D
E 

PA
YS

AG
E

Italian-French Bilateral Cooperation in Heritage Science Preparing the Potager du Roi for the future

III. From a diagnostic to a project
Two more garden plans (2018 and 2038)

Applying the same cartography method to today and tomorrow

- A garden plan presenting Potager du Roi today

- A garden plan presenting Potager du Roi in 2038
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circa 1690

Potager du Roi, 2018
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circa 1690

2018

1690 1890

2038
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A Landscape Project
Integrate the uses,

historical and contemporary,

within the heritage conservation of the site.

PRODUIRE FORMER

EXPERIMENTER TRANSMETTRE

PRODUCE EDUCATE

EXPERIMENT TRANSMIT
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IV. Continuous change ; the art of interpretation.
Finding the balance between conservation, daily
management and valorisation

- Conserve and share the unique atmosphere and history of the 
garden

- Conserve and share the living heritage of the site
- Explore environmental issues and in particular living well and 

eating well in the 21st century
- Explore and promote the role of landscape architects and the 

value of landscape in our societies
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IV. Continuous change ; the art of interpretation.
Finding the balance between conservation, daily
management and valorisation
An historical kitchen garden with different kinds of spaces:

- A campus, that is to say an educational institution, with an 
edible landscape, including spaces for teaching, for 
workshops,for exhibitions, for events and … for fun

- A productive urban farm with an agroecological approach, 
practicing the co-cultivation of fruits and vegetables and 
demonstrating how techniques have changed over time

- Potager du Roi as microcosme and mirror of our society
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Thank you for your attention

Antoine JACOBSOHN
Ecole nationale supérieure de paysage

a.jacobsohn@ecole-paysage.fr

+33 6 60 49 55 13

www.ecole-paysage.fr

mailto:a.jacobsohn@ecole-paysage.fr
http://www.ecole-paysage.fr/
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